
WASHINGTON.
" Liberty and Union, now and I

Inseparable."

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1853.

CONGRES8.

At tlio begiuning of the Government, iu 1789, it
was more than a mouth after the appointed day
before a quorum of the Members of Congress reach¬
ed £{ew York to put the Governmental machine in
operation. The rapidity with which men arc now-

a-daya couveyed, iu any number, and from the re¬

motest points of the country, by steam.enabling a

majority of the members to reach the seat of gov¬
ernment iu two days' travel.has of late years had
the effect to produce a very prompt attendance,
especially at the beginning of a Congress, when the
business of choosing the ufficors and fully organizing
the two Houses gives peculiar interest to the open¬
ing ot the lirst session. Accordingly, we presume
that a majority ot both Houses are already in the
city, or will have reached it in the course of to-day.
The Democratic members, from the alarming cir¬
cumstances iu which the late sudden boulevcrsc-
tnent has phiecd it and the reputed number of aspi¬
rants among them for the honor of the Chair, are

here iu great force. A meeting of the members of
that party, of the House, has been called for this
evening. Since our last publication we have heard
of the arrival of the following Members:

SENATOR**.

Stephen Adams, Miss. Hamilton Fish, N. Y.
James Cooper, l»a. Charles T. James, R. I.
William H. Seward, New York.

representatives.
Edward Ball, Ohio. John Letcher, Ya.
Thomas IL Bayly, Va. 0. B. Matteson, N. Y.
John C. Breokcnridge, Ky. James Maurice, N. Y.
Davis-Carpenter, N. Y. Daniel Mace,.Ind.
Lewis D. Campbell, Ohio. Ner Middleswarth, Pa.
E. M. Chamberlain, Ind. William Murray, N. Y.
James 8. Chrisman, Ky. Edvrin B. Morgan, N. Y.
Wm. M. Cliurchwell, Tenn. Moses Macdonald, Me.
Tho?. W. Cammings, N. Y. John McNair, Pa.
W. R. W.Cobb, Ala. Philip Phillips, Ala.
Burton S. Craige, N. C. John Robbins, jr. Pa.
John G. Davis, Ind. Thomas Ruffin, N. C.
Gilbert Dean, N. Y. Samuel L. Russell, Pa.
John L. Dawson, Pa. II. M. Shaw, N. C.
James F. Dowdell, Ala. Nathan T. Slratton, N. J.
Norman Eddy, Ind. George A. Simmons, N. Y.
Emerson Etheridge, Tenn. Samuel A. Smith, Tenn.
Alfred P. Eclgcrton, Ohio Charts' Skelton, N. J.
Presley Ewing, Ky. Jacob Shower, Md.
E. Wilder Farley, Me. William Smith, Ya.
B. Edwards Grey, Ky, Andrew Tracey, Vt.
».E; C. UGode, Ya. John L. Taylor, Ohio
Sampson W. Harri.*, Ala. Charles W. Upham, Mass.
Isaac E. Keistcr, Pa. Ilendrick B. Wright, Pa.
Harry Ilibbard, N. U. William H. Witte, Pa.
John Kerr, N. C. Richard Yates, 111.
Z. Kidwell, Va. Felix K. Zollicoffer, Tenn.
G. W. Kittredge, N. II..

MESSRS. BEALE AND HEAP'S JOURNAL.

Our renders will doubtless excuse the space
which wo give to this Journal, and of which a con¬

siderable part is yet to come. We read it with

great interest, as being the first description we have
seen of that middle part of the Rocky Mountains;
and fiud it remarkable for the passes, the valleys,
the rich soil, the cool water, and the varieties of
wood. The disaster of the party at the Grand
River Fork of the Great Colorado was very vexa¬

tious aud distressing to them, but a great advantage
to the object of the expedition, as it gave them a

chance to sec more of the country.Mr. iikap re¬

turning to Taos upon a new line, and Mr. Reale
exploring round about him. It also enabled them
to make acquaintance with the Utah Indians; and
the hospitality which they exercised to these soli¬
tary.aud we may say helpless aud forlorn.travel¬
lers contracts sadly with the subsequent massacro

by parts of the same tribe of Capt. Gunnison's
party. This hospitality looks primeval. The visit
of Mr. BlALE to the lodges in the beauteous valley
and his reception by the aged chief (he says) re¬

minded him of the patriarchal times described in
the R:ble. It will certainly remind any one of
those patriarchal scenes. It will be seen that, in

going through the mountains, Mr. Reale's party
were within view of the scene of Col. Fremont's
disaster in tlio winter of '48-'40." to near icas

he to the object of his scarch".and which it has
fallen to the lot of others first to describe. Rut
he has gone to renew his winter acquaintance with
those elevated regions.
The Hon. Rohert C. Schenck, our late Minister

to Rrazil, arrived in this city on Wednesday. We
are glad to se* him return homo, in improved health,
from an official residence abroad which has been
eminently honorable to himself and advantageous
to his country.
The Virginia Improvement Loans..The

New York Times of Thursday contains the follow¬
ing information of the success of Mr. bayne in ne¬

gotiating the Virginia loan bonds:
" The Commissioner for the State of Virginia, who went

to Europe some months since to negotiate additional im¬
provement loans for the public works of the Common¬
wealth, Mr. Batsi, of Washington, returned in the At¬
lantic on Monday. After much trouble and embarrass¬
ment, growing out of the peculiar condition of money af¬
fairs on the other side, Mr. B. finally succeeded in mak¬
ing such arrangements with Messrs. Baring Brothers as

Will not only secure to the Commonwealth the means im¬
mediately required for her prominent railroads, but place
her loans on a very eligible footing in London. To do

. this, and to enlist the special services of Messrs. Baring,
part of the loans of Virginia were agreed to be made ster¬

ling five per cents, instead of federal sixes. This was the
plan adopted by the State of Massachusetts and the city
of Boston, and, through the same emiuent house, their
loans have attained a high credit at relatively low rates
of interest in England."

The good folks of the city of Mexico have been
CD8ag< in an exposition of the products of the
country; and from all accounts it would seem to
have been an excellent one. On the Oth ultimo

resic cnt ^antaanna, with great ceremony, in
le presenc e o , I misters and a lnrgc assemblage of

tbc Wuty and fcl,Ion of the city of the MonLu-
mas, presented the various prizes.

A murdkrkk Rbscuid..ob Friday night,November 25,h, the jail at Tompkinsville Uif.) Ln sur¬
rounded by a mob of some sixty or a'hundred persons, all
dresse l in disguise, who demanded of the jailor the per¬
son of Argurt McClamn, convicted of murder at the last
term of the Monroe Cirruit Court, and sentenced to be
executed on the 19th of December. Being refu.H the
crowd forcibly entered the prison, nsing violence against
those who attempted to interfere, and succeeded in rescu¬

ing the prisoner. Ho is now at large. He is about 22
years old, is five feet ten inches in height, of light com¬

plexion, and has a downcast look. It behooves all good
oitisens to sec that the laws of the land are not thus ruth¬
lessly trampled upon on the very ere of execution.

SLANDER.
" The profligate rule of the late Whig Administration

had thoroughly disgusted the country. The tiagruut mal¬
administration of the Departments, the neglect of the
publio business, the waste of the public money, the idle¬
ness and corruption of subordinates were exposed to the
couutry, and the oonsequence was a cry for retrench¬
ment and reform, which resouuded through th*lund. To
protect the Treasury from the (Jalphins, and to put un
end to sohemes of public plunder; to introduce into the
administration of the finances principles of honesty, punc¬
tuality, and economy, was a chief end contemplated^bythe people in substituting a Dewocratio for a hig 1 re¬
sident."
"The propensity of the Whig party to squander the

national treasure, cither in corrupt largesses to depend¬
ents or in illegitimate schemes of expenditure, determin¬
ed the vote of a people intent on a purer and more care¬
ful administration of the public finances."

" It was their (the people's) wish, in short, that the
Govcrnuiont should be brought back to the sphere in which
it moved under the Administration of the old State rights
Presidents ; that the reproach of official corruption should
no longer dishonor the llepublio; and that the I edernl ex¬

penditure should be reduced to the lowest possible figure
to which it might be brought by the purest, most faith¬
ful, and most economical administration."

" Fkanklin Pikbck, then, became President under the
solemn instruction of the people to execute their will by
cleausing the Augean stable, and giving to history the re¬

cord of another Administration unstained by corruption
and distinguished by an honest and economical expendi¬
ture of the public money."
We take tUc above extracts from an editorial ar¬

ticle in the Richmond Enquirer ot the 23d ultimo,
and wo confess ouv surprise that such wholesale
slander should be placed in tho columns of that jour¬
nal under its present Editors. It may plead, we

know, for this gross injustice, the example of the
Union of this city, which teems with similar un¬

founded allegations almost every day. But the very
commonness of the offence in the Lnion, which as¬

sails with opprobrious imputations every party, fac¬
tion, or man with which or whom it differs, renders
it unheeded and innocuous in that print. But in
the Enquirer, which has evinced latterly a more

caudid spirit, wc cannot pass such sweeping charges
in silence.
Where does the Enquirer find any foundation for

thecharge of profligacy on the late Whig Administra¬
tion? Where do they find cause for accusing the
Whig party of squandering the public treasure cor¬

ruptly, or for illegitimate schemes of expenditure ?
During the whole term of the late Administra¬

tion the Democrats had a controlling majority in
both Houses of Congress, with all the committees in
their hands, and consequently all the expenditure
of the country completely under their control; yet
at every session those Democratic majorities not only
increased the appropriations far beyond the estimates
submitted by the Whig Admin istiation, but passed
additional items for heavy outlays which the Whig
Executive officers had not asked for, and which they
did not deem necessary.
We have, on a former occasion, proved by facts

and figures, taken from official documents, that the
expenditures under the late A\ hig Administration
for the regular outlay of the Government, including
civil and diplomatic expenses, army, navy, &c., did
not exceed those of the first year of Mr. Polk's
administration, which was a year of peace; for
it would not have been a fair comparison to place
it against Mr. Polk's immense war expenditures.
In making this comparison we of course exclud¬
ed from tho A\ hig expenditure tho extra items
resulting from the Mexican war, which tho Demo¬
cratic Administration left as a legacy to their "\\ hig
successors.such, for instance, as the interest on

the war debt, the indemnity to Mexico, the ar¬

rearages of war claims, &c. ; and we showed conclu¬
sively that for tho same items of expenditure as un¬

der Mr. Polk's year of peacc, notwithstanding the
natural increase and expansion of the country in¬

volving new outlays, the "W higs had not increased
the expenditure. It is also a matter of notoriety that
with the words 11 economy," "retrenchment"re¬
form" &c. constantly on their lips, every successive
Democratic Administration has constantly and great¬
ly increased the expenditures of tho Treasury, not

only upon the outlay of their predecessors, but each
year that they were in power there was an increase
on the preceding year. This was the case when
Gen. Jackson cainc into power. Mr. Van Burkn 8

administration had the same result, and likewiso
Mr. Polk's.

These charges of reckless expenditure and cor*

ruption come with a very ill grace from the presses
of the Democratic party when the antecedents of
that party arc remembered. Does the Enquirer re¬

collect the defalcations, counting by millions, of the
scores of worthies (we forbear to mention names.

they arc familiar to every body) under former
Democratic Administrations ? And though there
may be some officials under the recent \Y hig Ad¬
ministration who have not settled up their ac¬

counts.it would be strange if, in the many thou¬
sand subordinates, there were not some delinquents.
is there any comparison to be drawn with the gross
robberies of the Treasury in the days of Democratic
rule? Wo have not, in fact, heard the name of
any one under the lato Administration who has
been, in the usual acceptation of the word, a de¬
faulter; and wc much doubt whether, under any
preceding Administration, the fiscal concerns of the
country, in all their ramified operations, have ever been
administered with more economy, correctness, and
honesty than under the administration of Gen. Tay¬
lor and Mr. Fillmore.
As regards the gross malpractices under former De¬

mocratic Administrations, the Whigs have for year
been willing to throw over them a veil of charity, and
to consider that their political opponents had the right
to plead a statute of limitations; and they have also
even abstained from answering the continued slanders
and vindictive assaults upon themselves, until some

of the Democratic presses seem to think they have
tho right to make there sweeping and unfounded
allegations with impunity.

The comparison is yet to be drawn between what
will be tho expenditures and the sins of ominaion
and communion of the present Administration du¬
ring its term of office ; and they will have reason to
consider themselves fortunate in every respect if
when they render an account of their stewardship,
it can stand a comparison with that of the late
Whig rulers.

IxTKiiicftTiNO TriAls in North Carolina..The Milton
Chronicle of the 24th instaut has reports of two trials,
which oxcited great interest in Person County Superior
Court last week. The first is that of Col. J. Douglass, of
Orange, who was tried on a suit brought by Miss Marga¬
ret Holeman, of Person, for seduction, in which she
claimed $10,000 damages. The jury returned a verdict
in favor of Miss Holeman, and awarding the foil amount
($10 000) of damages glie sued for.an amount, we ven¬

ture to say, unprecedented by any similar case to be
found npon record. Douglass is a married man, and
therefore no breach of promise to marry was involved in
the bill of complaint. The Chronicle understands that
the plaintiff subsequently compromised on *6,000. The
other case was the trial of Bushrod Harris for the mur¬
der of a man named Winfree, a printer, hailing from Rich¬
mond. The jury, after about twenty minute.' delibera¬
tion, returned a verdict of guilty ol murder; whereupon
the court-houae rang with applautt.

OLD BALANCES.

The Secretary of the Treasury has been in correspon¬
dence with the Comptrollers aud Auditors touching the
large outstanding baltmoes due the United States. Thin
indebtedness to the Government amounts at this time to
one hiindir.il and one million* five hundred and tiyhty-lhree
Ihoutiind dollar*, (101,683,000,) and seventy millions is
due from one branch of the service, or on the books of
one of the Comptrollers. The Chief Comptroller is called
upon by the Secretary of the Treasury to push these ao-

^punt* to a settlement, and the Comptroller iu turn has
been addressing letters of complaint and inquiry to Audi¬
tors, &c. Mr. Gittuiuis intends to make a point of theg*
delinquencies in bis report to Congress....V. 1 ork Exprtt*.
We had previously heard of this movement as

regard* outstanding balances, and understand that
the list includes every thing remaining unsettled
since the foundation of the Government under the
present Constitution in 1789. It is, however, not
(he first time the subject has been brought to the
attention of Congress, as various published official
documents will show the list of these outstanding
balances. A very large portion, we believe, has
been settled or compromised, aud a large amount
released under the act passed many years since for
the relief of insolvent debtors to the Government.
The amount now reported will, we presume, include
all the official defaulters, against whom legal pro¬
ceedings have been instituted, and every thing ob¬
tained that is likely to be recovered. Under these
circumstances, together with tho death of probably
the larger portion of the debtors, we are afraid it
may be called " a hopeless list;" still it is rjuite
right to sec if any of the parties are able to " walk
up to the captain's office and settle."

THE PEACE OF EUROPE.

The question now is, can the flame of war which
has been lighted in the Principalities ot Moldavia
and Wallachia be confined to those Principalities,
or even to Russia and Turkey ? Is there any pros¬
pect of its speedy termination? The Journal of
Commerce, which propounds these questions, in¬
stead of attempting to answer them itself, gives the
views of its Paris correspondent, ltoBERT Y\ ALSII,
Esq., on this point. Mr. Walsh, being an intelli¬
gent and unbiased observer, his views are entitled
to much more weight than those who feel as parti¬
sans in the contest, and we therefore 'make the fol-
lowing extract from his last letter, dated at Paris on

the 14th of November :

" On Friday and Saturday two Senators.observers who
have access to the best sources of knowledge.conversed
with me freely in my study on the aspect of foreign af¬
fairs. They interpreted the mission of General Barn-
guay to Constantinople as follows : A diplomatist was

no longer wanted at Constantinople ; the combined fleets
were in the Bospboroua. If the Turks were beaten in the
Principalities, arid tho Czar then invaded Turkish terri¬
tory further, or would not evacuate the Principalities on

terms suited to the policy of the allies, thirty or more

thousand of French troops would be sent to operate
against him, and placed under the command of the Gene¬
ral. His previous sojourn in the Turkish capital must
enable him and the many experienced officers in his suite
to prepare in all respects for the execution of their real
errand. Other French veteran statesmen deem Great Bri¬
tain and France to be already at war with Russia. They
lend the Turks not merely moral, but military support;
probably they replenish the war chests of the Porte.
"The new circular of Ncssclrode, dated the 31st of

October, is a more pregnant, significative document than
even the manifesto. The views and resolves of Russia
are distinctly exhibited. No concessions are implied or

shadowed forth. The two impending Powers arc apprized
that it will depend altogether on them whether the war shall
be limited or shall involve the rest of Europe. In short,
circumstances generally are more inauspicious than here
tofore ; but the steamer of the 10th may carVy you au¬

thentic accounts of events of good promise."
We insert to-day an additional chapter of Col.

Benton's history, which the reader will find lull
of information and full of interest. We at least
have found it so. That it does not present some

debatable views we do not say; but it embodies
a mass of facts, conuected with the Indian tribes
and with the policy and conduct of the Govern¬
ment towards those tribes, which we venture to
say not one citizen in a thousand had the least
idea of; and those facts, given on official autho¬
rity which no one can question, serve to vindi¬
cate the character of our Government against the
misstatements of foreign writers, and aro calculated
to rectify much misconception even at home. Wc
like this chapter also because it extends justice to
the nationality and patriotism of the Northern
States on a policy deeply affecting the interest of
the Southern and Southwestern States, although in
the vehemence with which that policy was in some

cases pressed we might not entirely concur.

Tkmi'eiianck i2f WMOOMM.. Notwithstanding the
heavy vote given in Milwaukeo against the enactment »f
,i prohibitory liquor law in the State of Wisconsin, we

observe that the vote in the countics on this question is
sufficiently strong in its favor to indicate its popular ac¬

ceptance. In twenty-five counties the vote is 26,066 yeas
to 22,81£. nays. Eleven counties remain to be heard
from, the returns from which are expected to increase

| the majority. It is not certain, however, that a majority
of the members elected to the Legislature will vote for
a prohibitory law.

The Hon. Edward Fbost, one of the Law Judges of the
Superior Court of South Carolina, intends to resign his
office during the present session of the Legislature.
pKOiimiToav Liquor Law in Michioar..Yesterday,

the I'd of December, the act prohibiting the sale of spi¬
rituous and malt liquors, wine, cider, &c., except under
certain restrictions, went into operation in the State of
Michigan. The law was passed by the Legislature, sub-
ject to the ratification of the people, by whose suffrages
it was sustained at a regular election. On this ground
it is presumed that the constitutionality of tho act will
be tested at the ensuing session of the Supreme Court of
the United States. If the law be declared constitutional,
not only the principle of prohibition will have been es¬

tablished, but the exercise of what many deem extraor¬

dinary legislative power will be legalised. If it be de¬
clared unconstitutional, although the principle of prohi¬
bition may not bo touehed, the judgment will confirm the
views of many jurists who deny the power of a legisla¬
tive body to submit an act to the decision of its consti¬
tuents. The question is therefore a very interesting ono.

Colonel IIuoh MebckR died suddenly on Thursday last
at his residence in Fredericksburg, Virginia. He was in
his seventy-eighth year at the time of his decease, anil
was the only survivor of the immediate descendants of
the illustrious MlBOlR of the Revolution. During his
life he was well known in the most distinguished social
circles of the country, and universally esteemed. He
died, after along career of usefulness, illustrated tiy many
manly virtues, in the eonfidcnce of a Christian s t:»iih.

[AV/A American.

Judge MoLrak is now in New York to act as umpire
between the Methodist Episcopal Church and the tliurch
South in regard to the division of property growing nut
of the sectional division of the denomination, lvcv. I rs.
Smith and Farly of Virginia, Green, of Tennessee, and
Parsons, of Kentucky, appear as Commissioners for t io

Church South ; and Messi i. Carlton, Phillips, Porter, and
Rev. I)r. Peok act for the Northern Church. A Telegraph
despatch, in another column, states that th« difficulty has
been settled.

MASSACRE OF A SURVIVING PARTY.

The Salt Lake mail which laat arrived at Inde¬
pendence (Mo.) brings, as wc learn trom a 1 ole-
graphic report, Bad intelligence from the Govern¬
ment exploring party under the command of (.'apt.
Gunnison.

Governor Briquam Youno, of Utah, writes that this
party Lad been surprised and cut off by a party of I tab
Indians. Aa express reached Gov. Youji<4 oa tbe <51st
October from Captaiu Moa»is, giving an account of tbe
massacre committed by the Indians on Gunnison's party,
on Sevier river. Tbe killed are Capt. Gunnison, Capt.
Kkun, of tbe Topographical Engiueers, Wx. l'oaisa,
guide, Bud two others, and three privates belonging to

Company A, Mounted Uillemen. All their arms, mules,
&lc. were taken from them.

Capt. Gunnison and twelve of his command had sepa¬
rated from the rest, and whilst at their breakfast a
baud of Indians, intending to destroy the Mormon village
near at hand, came suddenly upon them, firing first a

volley with their rilles and then using their bows. Ihe
arrows and shots wcio returned by Capt. Gunnisou s

party, but he was quickly overpowered by the savages,
and only four persons escaped to tell the sad news. Capt.
Gunnison had twenty-six arrows bhot into his body, and
when found one arm was off.
The notes of the survey, instruments, and animals, &c.

were all taken by the Indians. The survey had been
nearly completed, and the party intended soon to go into
winter quarters.

Governor Young, on learning the dreadful intelligence,
immediately sent aid to Capt. Morris to obtain bis re¬
lease and the lost property of the expedition. Captain
Morris was in a critical position, in tbe midst of a hostile
and treacherous baud of Indiaus.
A party of Cheyenues surrounded the mail and demand¬

ed the provisions of thoso having charge of it, which were

readily all given up.

THE FISHERY TREATY.

The public press in already discussing the merits
of the new tretty 6aid to have been negotiated by the
Secretary of State and the British Minister. We
give below the views of two of the most intelligent
and respectable of the commentators.one for and
one against the conditions of the treaty.

TROM THK NKW TOUK XXPKEBS.
it We have rumors of an agreement between tbe Secre¬

tary of State and the British Minister as to a Reciprocal
Treaty. The terms mentioned are :

"The surrender of the United States of her entire
coasting trade.all on the Atlantic and all on tbe I acific,
and all on the bays, estuaries, &c. which indent our thou¬
sands of miles of sea coast; in a word, the surrender by
the United States of all the commercial privileges that
Great Britain ever asked of us, including the free admis¬
sion of all the agricultural productions of the British pro¬
vinces. In return for this we are to have the frfee admission
to the British waters for fishing, and the free interchange
of agricultural products.
" Many have argued, and none more strenuously than

those couneotod with the present Administration, that
these fishing rights were already ours, under existing
treaties; and yet to secure what was claimed to be our

own Mr. Marcy has surrendered one of the most valu¬
able rights in the gift of tbe Government. I cannot be-
Uevc an American Senate will consent to surrender its
entire coasting trade for any fishing rights which wc can
secure in tbe gif' of Great Britain. Ihese privileges
have been reduced from year to year, even when enjoyed
by us to their full extent, and yet wc propose particular¬
ly to give an American registry to every British vessel
which may visit our shorts. As an American I hope and
pray not."

In alluding further to the reported terms of the
treaty the Express says :

«' If this be so, till duties must be taken off from cord-,
age, hemp, iron, and copper used in American built
ships, or there will be no equality in the competition.
The State of Maine, which has been the greatest suflerer
from the inefficiency of the Administration in the matter
of the fisheries, will also be the greatest sufferer by this
arrangement, aa tshe is tbe largest ship builder.
The Washington correspondent of the Journal of

Commerce expresses, c contra, the following views:
«. The treaty respecting the Fisheries and Reciprocal

Trade with the Canadas and the other British North
American colonies is now believed, as I advised you yes¬
terday, to be agreed upon as far as the British Minister,
Mr. Cramfton, and our Government are concerned. The
negotiation was commenced at Marshfield, between Mr.
Ckamiton and Mr. Webster, after the flare-up op the
fishing grounds in tbe summer of 1852. It was recom¬

menced by Mr. Etkkktt last winter, and brought very
nearly to a favorable conclusion, and be even expected
at one time to be able to lay the treaty before the Senate
at the late session. But delays and difficulties ensued,
and deferred this consummation. Tbe Queen, it may be
remembered, referred to the subject in ber speech at the
opening of Parliament, nearly a year ago, in a manner

which showed that the British Ministry were heartily
bent upon the adjustment of the matter on terms mutually
beneficial to tbe United States and to the Colonies. Mr.
Ckami'Ton was specially charged with the negotiation,
and is deeply interested in its favorable result, for the
accomplishment of the object would give him high cha-
racter and speedy promotion.

..Gov. Mauct renewed the negotiation with Mr. Cramp-
ton and bns been very busily engaged in its prosecution,
more so than has been imagined. Tbe Secretary and the

Minister, during the summer heats, retired to Berkeley
Springs, in Virginia, for the purpose of continuing their
consultations. The result wa*, as it now appears, a treaty
projet, which was sent to London for the ratification of
the British Government in October last, as 1 have before
mentioned. .

"A ehorttime ago I understood from a colonial source,
likely to be well informed on this subject, that no treaty
could be concluded without a concession of tbe registry
of colonial vessels, and their admission to our coasting
trade. But it seems that this was no obstaclo with Mr.
Mabct, and it ought not to have been. The stipulations,
whatever they may be, are reciprocal, and our people
cannot shrink from a competition with colonial vessels.
It is important to us to have the trade of the British co¬

lonies, as well as the inshore fisheries. There are many
reasons why we should invite them to a full participa¬
tion in our coasting trade, and nono for their exclusion
from it."

The Hon. J. P. Benjamin, United States Senator elect
from Louisiana, has been honored with a public dinner
from his fellow-members of the Boston Club.a society
composed of some of the most prominent cituens of New
Orleans. The dinner came off at the St. Charles Hotel,
and is described as a brilliant affair. Mr. Benjamin, in
a speech, gracefully acknowledged tho honor done him
and adverted foelingly to the time when, a poor and friend
less boy, he went to New Orleans twenty-six years ago ;
and expressed the gratitude he felt to his fellow-citiiens
for the uninterrupted kindness, encouragement, and con¬

fidence with which they bad ever treated him.

Comptroller Flao, of the city of New Vork. has ren-

derod his Report of Estimates of City Expenditures for
the coming year. He makes tho amount of tax-levy
$545,814 less than that of the year 1853. The total
amount required for expenditures of the city government,
exdusiTC of the pay of police And the cost ol Ml(

gas, is $2,340,0.18. For police expensos $82G,r-l» are

asked ; for lamps and Kas $231,100. The requirements
of the Board of Education are mot by $032,813.^ The de-

fioicncy of taxation of 1853 is stated at $l-',770. The
estimated expenditures for street cleaning i* reduce to

$140,000, being a decrease of $110,000 since last year s

estimates.

In tho Circuit Court at Albany, before Judfjca verdict of $5,100 damages has been rendered agamst the
Hudson River Railroad Company, at the suit of Mr. oyle
for severe and lasting injuries which the plaintiff receiveda year ot two since at Croton while a passenger in t e e

Uudant's ears.

THE DEMOCRACY AND THE COMPROMISE.

1EOM Til* Si«W YORK KVINIKQ J»09T OF THl'BSDAY.

The Charleston Mercury in the following sen¬
tence packs away a great deal of truth:

" Soutli had gained nothing hut a loss by this law.
It was h stupi<J blunder on the part of Southern states¬
men. The value of the slave lost is eaten up if capture
follows, while hatred to the institution abroad and oppo¬
sition to it at home are increused by its hard/eatures aud
the barbarous enforcement of them."

1 hia is precisely what we have paid, more volu¬
minously, many times since the compromise mea¬
sures were passed.

"N hile we are speaking of the compromise, wc
a e occasion to put 011 record the interpretation
which the Washington Union of Wednesday, in an
article not very remarkable for the lnconism that
distinguishes the quotation from the Charleston
piuit, puts upon the Baltimore platform. Speaking
ot the Convention at which it was presented, that
journal says:

The friends of the compromise at once saw that there
could be uo argument upon a proposition to approve the
measures of adjustment. The enemies of the compromise
saw and conceded that there could be no union upon the
proposition to oppose the adjustment, either as uujust to
the North or the South. Neither division was expected
to be willing to yield its distinctive opinion, and to adopt
one entirely antagonistic; but each division was animat¬
ed by a common desire to withdraw the slavery agitation
from the future discussions of the party. This sentiment,
which pervaded the entire delegation, furnished the basis
of a compromise *hich resulted to the attainment of tho
union of the party."

Again, the Union says:
" 1 lie proposition ou whioh the delegates harmonized

was the result of earnest and repeated consultations be¬
tween Democrats who entertained widely diluent views
as to the merits of the compromise measures. It was im¬
possible to agree upon any proposition which required
either the advocates or the opponents of these measures
to surrender their opinions and acknowledge that they
hud been in error. Upon such a proposition tho disorga¬
nization and disruption of the party were inevitable. If
the Baltimore platform had expressly approved or disap¬
prove,! the compromise, the nominee would have met with
certain defeat. The friends of the measures of adjust¬
ment never had the strength to elect a President; and
this fact ought to impress itself with force upon the minds
of those Democrats who claim from tho Administration
more consideration towards the original advocates of the
compromise than they arc supposed to have received. On
the other hand, if all the opponents of the laws of adjust¬
ment could have united on a nomination, (a thing wholly
impracticable,) they could have had no hope of success.
It was only in the cordial union of the Democracy that a

Democratic triumph could be secured; and it was only
upon the proposition of acquiescence in the compromise,
as a final settlement of the slavery agitation, that such a

union could be attained."

THE DEMOCRACY' OF OIIIO.

FI10M THE ALBANY IVININQ AEG ITS OF WEDNESDAY.

At the late State election in Ohio a majority
[plurality] of sixty thousand or thereabouts was

given for the Democratic State ticket. The Wash¬
ington Union, the Albany Atlas, and other organs
of Northern Coalition, set up a loud cry of exulta¬
tion and rejoicing. It was echoed by the Richmond
hnquirer and other Southern presses which knew
nothing about the facts, and which doubtless sup¬
posed that the " Democratic party " in Ohio was,
like the Democratic party in Virginia or New Jer-
sy, a party acquiescing.to use the mildest term.
in the doctriues of the Baltimore Platform.
We pointed out to these presses that the Demo¬

cratic organization of Ohio, as it existed in 1848,
had capitulated at discretion to the Freesoilers j had
abandoned the principles of the Democratic party of
the Union; and had solemnly adopted in State
Convention an anti-slavery platform. We submit¬
ted whether a triumph secured by such a saerific
of principle was not a triumph over which a Na-
tional Democrat should rather mourn than rejoice,
and was not in fact a triumph of the Freesoilers
of that State.

These remarks were the signal for an outburst of
vituperation and abuse on the part of the Freesoil
Atlas, the Freesoil Cincinnati Enquirer, and other
pensionaries of Coalitionism, in the course of which
the Argus was accused of mourning over u Derno-

victorit?s and seeking to assail a Democratic
Administration, The Washington Union formally
acknowledged the Ohio victors as Democrats in full
communion with its school; and, though it never
dared deny or even reprint our allegations, it virtu¬
ally refused to admit them. Wc were in no wise
surprised at this, for even at that timo it was evi¬
dent that the I nion had determined to stand or fall
by that principle of plunder which, in its blindness,
it imagined could unite the opposite doctrines of
antagonistic parties in one harmonious whole.

\\ e have now an authoritative exposition of
the " Democratic" platform in Ohio, from a speech
lately delivered by the Hon. Salmon P. Chase,
ono of the United States Senators from that State,
which fully bears out our assertions as to the
manner in which the lato victory was achieved,
lie frankly discloses the beastly coalition to which
the W asbington I uion's u Administration triumph"
was subsequently due. 31 r. Chase, it will be re¬

membered, was a supporter of Van Huron and
Adams in 1*4S, and a prominent member of the
Buflalo Convention in that year. His party in the
succeeding year coalesced in Ohio, as in this State,
with the Democrats, and upon very nearly the same
terms, and, as a consequence, he says :

In Ohio the Whigs have fallen considerably at the
last election, but that vote is not a fair index of their real
strength. But the vote of the other party, the indepen-
dent Democrats and the old line Democrats, may be taken
as a fair test of their strength. We cast for John P.

for President 81,000 votes; we cast for our State
ticket about 34,000, although some of the candidates re-

ceived as high as 30,000 votes, and none less than 82,000.
We, therefore, have gained, and when circumstances are

taken into consideration a large increase will bo found to
have taken place. The old line Democrats hate adopted an

anti-slavery platform, looking upon slavery as a great evil,
and professing to u.-e every means in their power to era¬

dicate it in the best manner possible. Now, that is exactly
our doctrine; all that we demand of the Government is,
that it should use all its efforts to eradicate slavery in the
United States. The difference between the Independents
and old line Democrats is, that the independents refuse
their support to national candidates, while the old line
Democrats submit to the support of candidates whose
platforms nre antagonistic to the State platform. The
next Stato Convention in Ohio will reject the platform,
and thus there will be a hard party ; but the soil of that
State is rather soft, and will not therefore be suited to
the tastes of the hard*. But I do not believe there will
ever be a soft party in that 8tnte. As to the futuro, no
one can express an opinion with certainty."

It appears from this admission that the lenvon of
nationalism is working in Ohio, and that at the next
State Convention there is a probability «f an effort
being made to break to pieces this infamous coali¬
tion with the \\ cmtern Reserve abolitionists ami
fanatics. We hail this promise; and, even though
the purified Democracy cannot claim majorities of
sixty thousand for their ticket, we hope to record a

wholesome vote, and one which will prove that in
future contests they will preserve tho faith untaint-1
cd, oven a the price of temporary defeat.
The workmon who had been engaged at one dollar per

day to assut in repairing the damage made by the lato
storm on tho Naugatuck railroad struck for higher wage*;
in the midst of their operations, demanding two dollars
per day. Within an hour the contractor hired fifty men
to take their placet, when the strikers struck their colors
and went to work for 87 J cents per day.

T1IE CAPTURE OF SHANGHAI

The following interesting uarrativs of the capture
of the city of Shanghai was written bj an intelli¬
gent American, long resident there, to his friend in
New York, who furnished it to the Commercial Ad¬
vertiser for publication:

Shavoiiai, S<ir*j(aaa 15, 1853.
We awoke on the moruiug of the 7th and heard that

there had beea a great disturbance in the city. I started
with a companion at about 7 o'clock A. M. to satisfy my¬
self as to what had taken place, and found that a revo¬
lution bad very quietly been effected during the night.
The Taoutai was a prisoner, and the place in the undis¬
puted possession of a baud who are only distinguishable
from coolies and such people by their crimson badges.
The district magistrate, who was personally unpopular,
wns tho only man killed, so far as I oan learn, by i^e in¬
surgent*. The guard at the gate and some of the Taou-
tai's men received a few scratches; but otherwise, strange
as it may appear, a city having tiOO.OOO inhabitants was
" imperial" at night and "rebel" on the following morn¬

ing, no one anticipating the coup (TeCal, and only on* or
two men hurt in its execution. Truly, the Chinese ore a
wonderful people !

1 walked through the place within a few hours of
the overthrow of its authorities. Armed men were pa-
radiug and keeping guard, common looking rascals
enough, if not dangerous ; but the people looked as calm¬
ly and unconcerned as though the change interested them
only by its novelty. The revolution was complete, rapid¬
ly but effectually wrought.
A week has elapsed since the affair. The insurgents

are still in possession of the city. A great many coolies
and the lower ranks of the people are constantly joining
them, and there appears to be no chance of the imperial¬
ists regaining tho place. The Taoutai (Sumqua that was)
is now under the wing of the American Consul, living in
the house of an American merchant, shorn of all his au¬

thority, of oourse ; and it is said that he is on his pardle
to have nothing to do with the Emperor's cause.
The affair seems to have arisen in the Triad Society,

and to have been brought about by Canton, Chinchoo, and
Fokien men. It is almost impossible, I believe, for any
thing to leak out from such an association, and nothing
could have been done so quietly and so much by surprise,
except by the members of the Triad and similar societies.

I There are various opinions about the connexion or un¬

derstanding between these Shanghai insurrectionists and
the actual rebel forces at Nankin.
Tho Shanghai men declare that their object is to as¬

sist in establishing a now dynasty, and they say they are
in correspondence with Tae-Ping-Wang, and intend to
put themselves under his direction. Two days after the
overturn I went into the city and had an interview with
the leader of the Canton men, the most influential chief
of the party at present. He told me positively that he
had twice written to Nankin and was hourly expecting a

messenger back. He professed to be anxious to receive
the commands of Tac-l'ing-Wang, and said that he had
no intention of <hiny busitims on a large scale himself.
His army are a hard set. The Chinchoo men have also a
chief, and the Fokien men and the Northern men one or
two. All these are within the city and appear to have
equal authority. The noble leader whom I had the honor
of meeting has been a broker for foreigners and a shroff, and
is almost used up with opium-smoking. Another in au¬

thority was horse-boy to a friend of mine very recently.
Nearly every influential man among them speaks English,
and some Singapore Chinamen speak it as fluently as we
do. No Chinaman of any respectnbility yet admitJkj-
ing any connexion with these rebels, and as far as foreT^fi-
ers have been able to learn the chiefs and authorities
among them are men of no character and of very mean
abilities. The missionaries particularly speak of them
with unqualified severity. They deny that they have any
connexion with the Nankin men, and say that they are a
more rabble of the lowest sort, and thataDy hour may see
tho city $iven up to riot and plunder. We shall see.
Meanwhile ninny foreigners are in considerable affright;
guards of sailors and marines have been landed, and nil
the necessary arrangements made to repel any attack up¬
on the foreign houses. Half a dozen towns in the neigh-
borhood have broken into revolt; others give symptoms of
a similar purpose, and there is nothing to hinder them if
they choose to do so.

It seems pretty clear to me that his Imperial Majesty
will not speedily or easily retake Shanghai. Beyond this
I really hud it difficult to form a decidcd opinion upon
tho nature and result of the movement.

THE FATE OF FRANKLIN.

Some of the British »avan» and the brave seamen who
have faced the Arctio ice " took counsel together" ou the
14th, at the Royal Geographical Society, as to- the con.

sequences of the discovery of the Northwest Passage anil
respecting the late of Franklin.

Sir Roderick Mcrcbisoh expressed the pride he felt
ut occupying the chair for the first time after the practi¬
cal demonstration of the existence of the northwest pas¬
sage. lie despised those who asked the question, cui
bono? It was of great importance to the physics of the
globe to have ascertained the fact, as the knowledge of it
would throw great light on the nature and direction of
oceanic currents and the drift of the polar ice. It was
also most satisfactory to have proof, as they now had,
that Sir John Franklin must be looked for neither to the
westward nor the eastward, for every point of land in
both quarters had been examined; but that he must
have gone directly north through the Wellington Chan¬
nel. where all the practical geographers who had exam¬
ined the sabject supposed that ne Hud guue.

Captain IyoLEFiKm, K. N., in answer to a question
addressed to him, stated bis belief that Sir Edward Bel¬
cher would be acquainted with the operations of the
other expeditions through bis exploring parties, llis
opinion was that FrankJin's people were somewhere with¬
in the wide circle of Polynia or the polar region ; that he
had passed up Wellington Channel, perhaps with the
view of returning through Lancaster Sound ; that he had
penetrated beyond the parallel of 80°, and reachcd some
land more moderate in its climate than regions that lay
further south, and where, therefore, he Alight find an
abundant supply of deer and musk-oxen. If the ships
had been lost he thought some fragments must have
drifted on the shores of Spitzbergcn by the Current that
set continually in that direction. He had never entirely
given up the idea that the two ships seen on an iceberg
in 1851 were Franklin's, and that their crews might have
escaped in boats to Spitzbergcn. It was curious that the
Norwegian fishermen who frequented that island had for
the last two or three years been finding reindeer with
their ears split roaming on it; and tho most likely way
of accounting for this was by supposing that some Eng¬
lish sailors were lodged on its northern shores. There
was an instance of four Russians having subsisted on the
northern coast for six, years, though tbey had but a mus¬
ket and a few necessary articles. He could not renounce
the hope that Captain Kennedy, in the Isabel, which was
now at Valparaiso, about to go up to Behring's Straits,
might be enabled to come back by Spitsbergen and Nova
Zcmbla. If he bad such a mild season as Barents met
with in 1506 he might be enabled to do this, accomplish¬
ing also the examination of the Siberian coast in a single
season.

Mr. Petermas* dwelt on the fact of the animals bar¬
ing been seen by Captain Maclure going to the north¬
ward iu winter as strong evidence of a mild olimate pro¬duced by a polar sea.

^
Captain Bbecuet said the scabetwcon Spitzbergcn andNova /embla had never yet been navigated, neither Ba¬

rents nor any one else having succeeded in the attempt.No great expectations could be entertained in that direc¬
tion, though he did not wish to discourage any expeditiontnking this oourse, inasmuch as we had now screw ves¬
sels, which we never had before. No great quantity of
driftwood was ever found on the shores of Spitsbergen,and the sea was always frosen over during yinter about
Staremberg, though the water was excessively deep along
the land. No doubt the Gulf Stream modified the cli¬
mate to a certain degree even in that high latitude; but
if this was the state of the coast of Spitsbergen, he
thought there was little ground for expecting that the sea
would not also be frozen at the Pole. With respect to thfe
passage into tho Polar Sea, by Behring's Straits, the
Russians, under Baron Wrangel and others, had repeat¬
edly tried to proceed from the coa.«t of Siberia northward,
but the difficulties bad been found insurmountable.

Sir Roderick KcKWHOI congratulated the society on
the tone of the discussion, and expressed a hope that an¬

other expedition would be ordered to proceed for the pur¬
pose of exploring the seas round Spitsbergen, and thus
settling this question.

THE CHOLERA.
Mortality at Sea..The New York Courier, in refer¬

ring to the numerous deaths on board emigrant ships ar¬

riving at that port, .«ays :

"The disease which is now creating such terrible havoo
among emigrant passengers is unquestionably cholera,
Asiatio cholera in its most decided and maliguant form.
The statements of the officers of the ships, of the emi¬
grants themselves, and of the Health officers at Quaran¬
tine Ground all agree. A day or two of diarrhoea, follow¬
ed t>y vomiting and purging, spasms, collapse, and death
within six or twelve hours ; such is the history of the dis¬
ease, which cannot be mistaken for any thing but Asifctio
cholera."
Cholera at New Orleans..A correspondent of the

Tribune writes from New Orleans under date of the 22d
ultimo, saying that the " Asiatic cholera has broken out
in the most malignant form." At the Charity Hospital
on the 20th and 21st there were eighty-seven admission*
of persons of various diseases. The Mayor had called *

meeting ef the Board of Health for tit* 23d.


